
 

PANTHER PRINTS 
St. Joseph  

Grade School 
April 2012 

_______________ 

Special Points of Interest: 
 

 Apr. 3rd-Early Dismissal  

 1:50 Bus/2:00 Town 

 Apr. 4th-9th-Spring Vacation 

 May 21st-Early Dismissal 

 1:50 Bus/2:00 Town 

 May 22nd-No School, Teachers Institute 

 May 23rd-Report Card Day 

 

 

School Website 

www.stjoe.k12.il.us 

 

Grade School Book Fair 
 

Book fair is coming soon! This is the one you’ve all been waiting for – 
Buy One, Get One Free.  For each and every item you buy, you can 
choose another item that is the same price or less. The fair at the 
Grade School will open on Monday, April 16, at 8 AM and be open 
until 4 PM. It will also be open on Tuesday through Thursday, April 
17 – 19, at the same times. Mark your calendars for Tuesday, April 
17, when we will have extended hours until 7 pm. We will have a door 
prize during the evening hours.  Once again, you will have an oppor-
tunity to help with your child’s classroom library. Teachers find 
that it is important to have books readily available in the class-
rooms and you can help add to those collections by participating in 
the Teacher’s Wish List program. Teachers will be previewing the 
fair and making selections for books they feel would be especially 
good for their classrooms. During the fair, you may purchase one of 
those as a gift to the class. A bookplate is placed in the book with 
your child’s name.  We will also do the “One for Books” program. Do-
nations collected with this program will be used to add to our li-
brary’s collection. Scholastic will match those donations by contrib-
uting to 3 non-profit organizations dedicated to helping kids and 
families in need.  You may call the Grade School library for more 
information at 469-2291 and ask for Mrs. Griswell or Mrs. Grimsley. 
 
You can also checkout the book fair websites for more information: 
 
Grade school book fair: 
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/stjoegradeschool 
 
Middle School book fair: 
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/stjoemiddleschool 

News from the Library  

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/stjoegradeschool�
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/stjoemiddleschool�
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Reading Programs 

 
Students at the Grade School just finished participating in the Monarch Award or the Bluestem 
Award. Both of these lists are statewide children’s choice awards.  
Kindergarteners through third graders all over the state read books on the Monarch list and 4th 
graders read books from the Bluestem list. Both groups voted on their personal favorite from the 
list. The Monarch voting took place in February and the Bluestem voting took place in March. This 
year, the students at our school were able to use actual ballots and a voting machine provided by 
the County Clerk. It was a great real-world experience for the students! 
Our votes were compiled with all others from the state and one author from each list received an 
award. This year’s winner of the Monarch went to Shark vs Train by Chris Barton and the Bluestem 
winner is Adventures in Cartooning by James Sturm, Andrew Arnold and Alexis Frederick-Frost. 
If you have a younger child, ask them how many stickers their class had on their Monarch sheet in 
the library and have them tell you about some of the books. If you would like to see the list, it is 
available at this website: http://www.islma.org/pdf/2011MasterList.pdf.  There are some great 
books here that you might enjoy as a family. 
The 4th graders read on their own from the Bluestem list. They had to read and pass an AR quiz 
on at least 4 of the titles to be eligible to vote. All Bluestem voters were invited to a popcorn 
party in conjunction with the voting.  The Bluestem list of titles can be found at the ISLMA web-
site:  http://www.islma.org/pdf/2011BluestemMasterList.pdf.  You might find one here to read 
together with your child. 
 

Accelerated Reader (AR) Home Connect: 
 

Don’t forget that you can follow your child’s progress in the Accelerated Reader (AR) program 
through HomeConnect.  Go to: http://ar.stjoe.k12.il.us/renaissanceserver/HomeConnect/
Login.aspx and use your child’s user name and password to login. You can even sign up to receive an 
email when your child takes a quiz. A fun part of the website is the visual display of the books your 
child has read. 
 

Library Website 
 

Check the library website: http://webserver.stjoe.k12.il.us/library/gs/ for a link to our policies if 
you have questions about checkout limits, due dates and overdues. 
 
 

News from the Library (cont’d.) 

http://www.islma.org/pdf/2011MasterList.pdf�
http://www.islma.org/pdf/2011BluestemMasterList.pdf�
http://ar.stjoe.k12.il.us/renaissanceserver/HomeConnect/Login.aspx�
http://ar.stjoe.k12.il.us/renaissanceserver/HomeConnect/Login.aspx�
http://ar.stjoe.k12.il.us/renaissanceserver/HomeConnect/Login.aspx�
http://ar.stjoe.k12.il.us/renaissanceserver/HomeConnect/Login.aspx�
http://webserver.stjoe.k12.il.us/library/gs/�


 
 The Smile Healthy dental clinic will be at our school on April 20th and 23rd this year. They will 

be offering the same services as in the past. These may include dental exams, cleanings, fluo-
ride treatments and x-rays.  The state of Illinois requires all kindergarten, second and sixth 
grade students to turn in proof of a dental exam by May 15th. This dental clinic can meet this 
requirement. This is a free service for parents, but if you provide dental insurance information 
on the permission slip they may bill your insurance provider.   More information and permission 
slips will be sent home within the next few weeks. Parent volunteers are needed. Please con-
tact the office if you can help us out. Any amount of time is appreciated.  Please feel free to 
call or email me with any questions or concerns. 

 Following this article is a trial newsletter that I would like to get your feedback on.  Please 
email me at trimbler@stjoe.k12.il.us with your thoughts on this.  We may implement this into 
our Panther Prints each month if there is enough interest from parents.  

Thank you! 

Nurse Trimble 

Nurse Notes 

National Teacher Appreciation Week 

National Teacher Appreciation Week is May 7-11th, 2012.  May 10th is “Thank Your Teacher” Day!  
Students can show appreciation for their teachers in all kinds of ways.  Creating a special card of 
thanks or bringing a flower are just a couple of the ways.  Get creative and come up with your own 
special and unique “Thank You” for your teacher!! 

 

Thank You, 

PTC 
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